13 Classic Horror Poems That Will Send
Shivers Down Your Spine

As the nights grow darker and the air turns crisp, it's the perfect time to curl
up with a good horror story. And what could be more classic than a chilling

poem?
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From Edgar Allan Poe's macabre masterpieces to H.P. Lovecraft's cosmic
horrors, these 13 classic horror poems will send shivers down your spine
and leave you haunted long after you finish reading them.

1. "The Raven" by Edgar Allan Poe
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First published: 1845

Summary: A man sits in his chamber, mourning the loss of his beloved
Lenore. As he grieves, a raven enters the room and perches on a bust of

Pallas Athena. The raven repeats the word "Nevermore" to every question
the man asks, driving him to madness and despair.

Why it's a classic: "The Raven" is one of the most famous and beloved

horror poems ever written. Poe's use of vivid imagery, haunting rhythm, and
repetition creates a truly unforgettable experience.

2. "The Tell-Tale Heart" by Edgar Allan Poe
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First published: 1843

Summary: A man murders an old man with a "vulture eye" and then hides
the body under the floorboards. As the police investigate the murder, the
man's guilt and paranoia get the better of him, and he confesses his crime.

Why it's a classic: "The Tell-Tale Heart" is a masterclass in suspense and
psychological horror. Poe's use of a first-person narrator allows the reader
to experience the murderer's descent into madness firsthand.
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3. "The Pit and the Pendulum" by Edgar Allan Poe

First published: 1842

Summary: A man is imprisoned in a dungeon and subjected to a series of
tortures, including a pit of fire and a swinging pendulum. As the man faces
his impending death, he reflects on the nature of reality and the meaning of

existence.
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Why it's a classic: "The Pit and the Pendulum" is a harrowing tale of
survival and the human spirit's ability to endure even the most
unimaginable horrors.

4. "The Fall of the House of Usher" by Edgar Allan Poe
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First published: 1839
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Summary: A man visits his childhood friend, Roderick Usher, who lives in a
crumbling mansion with his sister, Madeline. As the man investigates the
strange occurrences at the house, he discovers that Roderick and
Madeline are suffering from a mysterious iliness that is slowly driving them
mad.

Why it's a classic: "The Fall of the House of Usher" is a classic gothic
horror story that explores the themes of madness, decay, and the
supernatural.

5. "A Dream Within a Dream" by Edgar Allan Poe
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First published: 1849

Summary: A man lies in bed, reflecting on the nature of life and death. He
wonders if he is dreaming or if he is awake, and if the world around him is
real or if it is all just a figment of his imagination.
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Why it's a classic: "A Dream Within a Dream" is a haunting meditation on
the nature of reality and the human condition.

6. "The Masque of the Red Death" by Edgar Allan Poe
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First published: 1842
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Summary: A group of wealthy aristocrats gather in a secluded abbey to
escape the Red Death, a plague that is ravaging the countryside. As the
night wears on, a mysterious figure dressed in a red robe appears at the
ball, symbolizing the inevitability of death.

Why it's a classic: "The Masque of the Red Death" is a chilling allegory
about the futility of trying to escape death.

7. "The Bells" by Edgar Allan Poe

First published: 1849

Summary: A poem that explores the different sounds of bells, from the
silvery tinkle of sleigh bells to the mournful toll of a funeral bell. Poe uses
vivid imagery and sound effects to create a truly immersive experience.
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Why it's a classic: "The Bells" is a showcase of Poe's mastery of
language and his ability to create a vivid sensory experience.

8. "Annabel Lee" by Edgar Allan Poe
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First published: 1849

Summary: A man mourns the loss of his beloved Annabel Lee, who died at
the age of seventeen. The man recalls their happy memories together and
his unwavering love for her.
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Why it's a classic: "Annabel Lee" is a beautiful and haunting love poem
that explores the themes of loss and grief.

9. "The Call of Cthulhu" by H.P. Lovecraft

First published: 1928
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Summary: A group of explorers discover a strange stone tablet that depicts
a horrifying creature called Cthulhu. As they investigate the creature further,
they learn that it is an ancient god that is slumbering beneath the ocean.
When Cthulhu awakens, it will bring about the end of the world.

Why it's a classic: "The Call of Cthulhu" is a seminal work of cosmic
horror that introduced the world to one of the most iconic monsters in all of
fiction.

10. "The Dunwich Horror" by H.P. Lovecraft
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First published: 1928

Summary: A group of men investigate the strange occurrences in the town
of Dunwich, Massachusetts. They soon learn that the town is being
terrorized by a monstrous creature that was born from a forbidden union
between a human woman and a powerful sorcerer.
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Why it's a classic: "The Dunwich Horror" is a classic
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