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Synopsis

Stephen Sondheim's Into the Woods is a Tony Award-winning musical that
intertwines the classic fairy tales of "Cinderella," "Little Red Riding Hood,"
"Jack and the Beanstalk," and "Rapunzel" into a complex and thought-
provoking exploration of morality, responsibility, and the consequences of
one's actions.

The story follows a childless baker and his wife, who are desperate to
break a curse that has been placed upon them. They embark on a journey
into the woods to gather the ingredients for a potion that will lift the curse.
Along the way, they encounter various fairy tale characters, each with their
own desires and motivations.

As the characters' paths cross, their stories become entangled in a web of
moral dilemmas. Cinderella must choose between her own happiness and
her obligations to her family. Red Riding Hood must confront the true
nature of danger and temptation. And Jack must learn the consequences of
unchecked greed.

Through their interactions, the characters grapple with the complexities of
human nature. They discover that even the most familiar stories can hold
hidden depths of darkness and redemption.

Themes

Into the Woods explores a wide range of themes, including:

Morality and Responsibility: The musical examines the moral
choices that the characters make and the consequences that follow. It



raises questions about whether there is a right or wrong answer and
whether our actions can ever be truly justified.

The Power of Wishes: Into the Woods shows us that even the most
seemingly innocent wishes can have unintended consequences. The
characters' desires often lead them into dangerous territory, and they
must learn to be careful what they wish for.

The Importance of Family: The musical emphasizes the importance
of family and the sacrifices that people are willing to make for their
loved ones. The characters' relationships are tested as they face
difficult choices and learn to rely on each other.

The Nature of Evil: Into the Woods does not shy away from the
darkness that can exist in the world. The characters encounter evil in
its many forms, from the literal threat of the wolf to the more
metaphorical dangers of temptation and greed.

Music

Sondheim's music for Into the Woods is a masterpiece of musical theater.
The score is both haunting and beautiful, with melodies that linger in the
mind long after the show is over. The songs range from soaring ballads to
witty patter songs, and each one perfectly captures the characters'
emotional journeys.

Some of the most memorable songs include:

"Prologue: Into the Woods": A haunting and atmospheric opening
number that sets the tone for the rest of the musical.



"Agony": A passionate duet between Cinderella's stepmother and
Rapunzel's witch, expressing their jealousy and desire for revenge.

"Not While I'm Around": A tender and protective ballad sung by the
baker's wife to her husband, assuring him that she will always be there
for him.

"Giants in the Sky": A powerful and moving anthem sung by the
baker's wife as she faces the challenges of motherhood.

"Finale: Ever After": A bittersweet and hopeful ending that reminds us
that even in the darkest of times, there is always hope for redemption.

Legacy

Into the Woods has been hailed as one of the greatest musicals of all time.
It has won numerous awards, including nine Tony Awards and a Pulitzer
Prize for Drama. The musical has been performed all over the world and
has been adapted into a film starring Meryl Streep and Johnny Depp.

Into the Woods continues to resonate with audiences today because it
explores timeless themes that are relevant to the human condition. The
musical's characters are flawed and relatable, and their struggles are ones
that we can all identify with. Into the Woods is a reminder that even in the
darkest of times, we can find hope and redemption.
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