Mississippi Jangle Study Guide by Lisa
Gentry: An In-Depth Exploration of Southern
Gothic Literature

Lisa Gentry's Mississippi Jangle Study Guide is an invaluable resource for
students and literary enthusiasts alike, delving into the depths of Southern
Gothic literature through the lens of William Faulkner's iconic novel,
"Mississippi Jangle." This comprehensive study guide provides a
comprehensive analysis of the novel's themes, characters, and literary
techniques, illuminating Faulkner's unique vision and the enduring legacy
of Southern Gothic literature.

Chapter 1: The Setting and Characters of "Mississippi Jangle"
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Gentry introduces readers to the haunting setting of "Mississippi
Jangle," a dilapidated plantation house in rural Mississippi. The
mansion, once a symbol of wealth and prosperity, has fallen into
disrepair, mirroring the decline of the Old South and its faded
aristocracy. Gentry meticulously describes the characters who inhabit
this enigmatic space, from the enigmatic patriarch, Colonel Sartoris,
to the rebellious and enigmatic son, Bayard Sartoris.

Chapter 2: The Themes of Race and Identity
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Gentry explores the complex racial tensions that permeate
"Mississippi Jangle." She examines the characters' struggles with
their own identities and the ways in which race and family legacy
shape their lives. Through the lens of the Sartoris family, readers
witness the complexities of racism and the ongoing legacy of slavery
in the American South.

Chapter 3: Symbolism and Imagery
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Gentry analyzes Faulkner's masterful use of symbolism and imagery
in "Mississippi Jangle." She unravels the hidden meanings behind
objects, settings, and actions, revealing the novel's deeper themes
and the characters' motivations. From the decaying mansion to the
haunting presence of the past, Gentry guides readers through a
captivating journey of literary interpretation.

Chapter 4: Point of View and Narrative Style
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Gentry examines the complex narrative style of "Mississippi Jangle."
She explores Faulkner's use of multiple perspectives and the ways in
which they shape the reader's understanding of the characters and
events. Gentry also analyzes Faulkner's innovative use of stream-of-
consciousness, providing insights into the characters' inner thoughts
and motivations.

Chapter 5: Critical Reception and Legacy
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Gentry provides a comprehensive overview of the critical reception of
"Mississippi Jangle" and its enduring influence on American
literature. She discusses the novel's impact on Southern Gothic
literature and its ongoing relevance in contemporary literary
discussions. Gentry highlights the ways in which Faulkner's
masterpiece continues to resonate with readers and scholars alike.

Lisa Gentry's Mississippi Jangle Study Guide is an indispensable
companion for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of Faulkner's
seminal novel and the genre of Southern Gothic literature. Through
her insightful analysis and engaging writing, Gentry illuminates the
novel's complexities, revealing its enduring power and significance.
This comprehensive study guide is an invaluable resource for
students, literature enthusiasts, and anyone interested in exploring
the rich tapestry of Southern Gothic literature.
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