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The Penguin Poets were a group of British poets who published their work
with Penguin Books in the mid-20th century. Many of these poets were
openly queer, and their work often explored themes of homosexuality,
desire, and identity. This article explores the queerness of the Penguin
Poets, focusing on the work of W.H. Auden, Stephen Spender, and
Christopher Isherwood.
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Queerness and the Penguin Poets

The Penguin Poets were part of a generation of British writers who came to
maturity in the aftermath of World War I. This was a time of great social and
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political change, and the Penguin Poets were at the forefront of a new,
more open and tolerant attitude towards homosexuality.

Many of the Penguin Poets were openly gay, and their work often explored
themes of homosexuality, desire, and identity. This was a radical step at the
time, as homosexuality was still illegal in Britain. However, the Penguin
Poets were not afraid to challenge the status quo, and their work helped to
pave the way for a more tolerant and inclusive society.
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Stephen Spender
Motherland, Fatherland, Homelandsexuals

The Penguin Poets coined the term "homelandsexual" to describe their
love of their country and their desire for other men. This term was a way of
reclaiming the concept of patriotism from the far right, who often used it to
exclude and marginalize queer people.

The Penguin Poets believed that their love of their country was just as valid
as anyone else's, and they refused to be silenced or shamed. Their work
celebrated the beauty of queer desire and challenged the idea that
patriotism and homosexuality were incompatible.



The Politics of Homelandsexuality

The Penguin Poets' homelandsexuality was a political act. It was a way of
challenging the status quo and asserting their right to exist and love freely.
Their work helped to create a more tolerant and inclusive society, and it
continues to inspire queer people today.
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The Penguin Poets' legacy is a reminder that queer people have always
been a part of British society. They have fought for their rights, and they
have made a significant contribution to British culture. Their work is a
testament to the power of queer desire, and it continues to inspire and
empower queer people today.

The Penguin Poets were a group of groundbreaking poets who helped to
change the way we think about homosexuality and patriotism. Their work is
a celebration of queer desire and a challenge to the status quo. Their
legacy is a reminder that queer people have always been a part of British
society, and that we have always fought for our rights.
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