Richard Harding Davis' "Wasted Day": A Tale
of Love, Loss, and Redemption

Richard Harding Davis (1864-1916) was an American journalist, novelist,
and short story writer. He was one of the most popular and successful
writers of his time, and his work was widely read by both the general public
and literary critics. Davis's stories often explored the themes of adventure,
heroism, and romance, and he was known for his vivid descriptions and
exciting plots.

"Wasted Day" is one of Davis's most famous short stories. It was first
published in 1895, and it has since been anthologized and translated into
many languages. The story follows the protagonist, a young man who is
struggling to come to terms with the death of his beloved wife. Through a
chance encounter with a stranger, he is given the opportunity to reflect on
his life and make a decision that will change his future forever.
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Plot Summary
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The story opens with the protagonist, a young man named Richard, sitting
in a café in Paris. He is lost in thought, and he is clearly grieving the death
of his wife, Eleanor. A stranger, an elderly man with a kind face,
approaches Richard and asks if he can join him. Richard agrees, and the
two men begin to talk.

The stranger tells Richard that he has been watching him for some time,
and he can see that he is in pain. He tells Richard that he knows what it is
like to lose someone you love, and he offers his condolences. Richard is
touched by the stranger's kindness, and he begins to tell him about his
wife.

Richard tells the stranger that he and Eleanor were married for five years.
They were deeply in love, and they had a happy life together. However,
Eleanor died suddenly of a fever, and Richard was devastated. He has
been unable to move on with his life, and he has been living in a state of
constant grief.

The stranger listens patiently to Richard's story. When Richard is finished,
the stranger tells him that he understands his pain. He tells Richard that he,
too, lost his wife many years ago. He says that it was the most difficult time
of his life, but he was eventually able to find peace.

The stranger tells Richard that the key to finding peace is to forgive
yourself. He says that Richard is blaming himself for Eleanor's death, and
that this is preventing him from moving on. The stranger tells Richard that
he needs to let go of his guilt and allow himself to heal.

Richard is deeply moved by the stranger's words. He realizes that the
stranger is right. He has been blaming himself for Eleanor's death, and this



has been holding him back. He decides to let go of his guilt and allow
himself to heal.

The stranger tells Richard that he is making the right decision. He tells
Richard that he will find peace and happiness again. The stranger then
gets up and leaves, and Richard is left alone in the café.

Richard sits in the café for a long time, thinking about what the stranger has
said. He knows that the stranger is right. He needs to forgive himself and
allow himself to heal. He knows that it will be a difficult process, but he is
determined to do it.

Richard eventually leaves the café and walks out into the street. He takes a
deep breath and begins to walk forward. He knows that the road ahead will
be difficult, but he is confident that he will find peace and happiness again.

Character Analysis

Richard is the protagonist of the story. He is a young man who is struggling
to come to terms with the death of his wife. He is deeply grieving, and he
has been unable to move on with his life. However, through his chance
encounter with the stranger, he begins to realize that he needs to forgive
himself and allow himself to heal.

The stranger is a mysterious figure who appears to Richard in his time of
need. He is a kind and compassionate man, and he offers Richard the
guidance and support that he needs. The stranger represents the voice of
reason and wisdom, and he helps Richard to see the path to healing.

Theme Analysis



The main theme of "Wasted Day" is the power of forgiveness. Richard is
blaming himself for his wife's death, and this is preventing him from moving
on with his life. The stranger helps Richard to see that he needs to forgive
himself and allow himself to heal.

Another important theme in the story is the importance of hope. Even in the
darkest of times, there is always hope for a brighter future. The stranger
helps Richard to see that he can find peace and happiness again.

Symbolism

The café in which Richard and the stranger meet is a symbol of Richard's
grief. He is lost in his own thoughts, and he is unable to see the world
around him. The stranger represents the light that can guide Richard out of
his darkness.

The walk that Richard takes at the end of the story is a symbol of his
journey to healing. He is taking the first steps towards a new and brighter

future.

"Wasted Day" is a powerful and moving story about love, loss, and
redemption. The story explores the complex emotions that come with grief,
and it offers a message of hope and healing. Richard Harding Davis's
writing is beautiful and evocative, and he creates a vivid and unforgettable
world for his readers. "Wasted Day" is a classic short story that deserves to
be read and enjoyed by generations to come.
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