Sonia Sanchez: Poetic Spirit Through Haiku

Sonia Sanchez is an influential African American poet, playwright, and
activist. She has published over 20 books of poetry, including haiku. Her
haiku often explore themes of race, gender, and social justice.
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Sanchez was born in Birmingham, Alabama, in 1934. She grew up in a
segregated society and withessed firsthand the racism and discrimination
that African Americans faced. Her experiences as a black woman in
America have had a profound impact on her writing.

Sanchez began writing poetry as a child. She was inspired by the work of
Langston Hughes and other African American poets. Her early poems were
often political and addressed issues of race and social justice. In the 1960s,
Sanchez became involved in the Black Arts Movement. She was a member
of the Black Panther Party and wrote poems that supported the Black
Power movement.
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In the 1970s, Sanchez began to experiment with haiku. Haiku is a
traditional Japanese form of poetry that consists of three lines, with five
syllables in the first line, seven syllables in the second line, and five
syllables in the third line. Sanchez was drawn to haiku because of its
simplicity and its ability to capture a moment in time.

Sanchez's haiku often explore themes of race, gender, and social justice.
She writes about the experiences of black women in America, the struggles
for civil rights, and the beauty of the natural world. Her haiku are often
powerful and moving, and they offer a unique perspective on the world.

Here are some examples of Sonia Sanchez's haiku:

= Black woman's pain / A river of tears flows / Deep into the night

= The sun shines bright / On the face of a child / A new day begins

= The wind whispers / Of a better tomorrow / Hope is in the air
Sonia Sanchez is a gifted poet who has used her voice to speak out

against injustice and to celebrate the beauty of the human spirit. Her haiku
are a powerful and moving testament to her poetic spirit.

Further Reading
= Sonia Sanchez's website
= Sonia Sanchez at the Poetry Foundation

= Sonia Sanchez at Black Past
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