
Sunken Treasure: Coastal Fury 17,
Uncovering the Mysteries of the Deep
In the realm of underwater exploration, few shipwrecks captivate the
imagination like Sunken Treasure Coastal Fury 17. This enigmatic vessel,
resting in the depths off the coast of North Carolina, holds tantalizing
secrets that have intrigued divers and treasure hunters for decades. Its
discovery in 2003 sparked a flurry of excitement, leading to numerous
expeditions and countless hours of underwater exploration. In this
comprehensive article, we will delve into the captivating history of Coastal
Fury 17, explore the challenges faced by divers in uncovering its secrets,
and reveal the extraordinary artifacts that have been recovered from its
watery tomb.

A Fateful Voyage and a Tragic End

Built in 1919, Coastal Fury 17 was a sturdy wooden-hulled freighter
designed to transport cargo along the treacherous coastline of the Atlantic
Ocean. However, fate had a cruel twist in store for this vessel and its crew.
In September 1920, while en route from New York to Norfolk, Virginia,
Coastal Fury 17 encountered a fierce storm. The raging seas battered the
ship relentlessly, sending it off its course and towards an ominous fate.
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As the storm reached its peak, disaster struck. Coastal Fury 17 ran
aground off the coast of Cape Hatteras, a notorious graveyard for ships.
The impact shattered the hull, sending the crew into the unforgiving waters.
Despite valiant efforts by nearby rescue ships, only three of the 22-member
crew survived the sinking. The remains of Coastal Fury 17 and its lost souls
lay submerged for decades, shrouded in an eerie silence.

The Discovery and the Enigma

In 2003, a team of sport divers stumbled upon the wreckage of Coastal
Fury 17 while exploring the ocean floor off the coast of Cape Hatteras. The
discovery was a significant breakthrough for marine archaeologists and
historians alike. The well-preserved wreck offered a rare glimpse into the
maritime past and raised hopes of uncovering lost artifacts and unraveling
the secrets of the ship's fateful voyage.

However, exploring Coastal Fury 17 proved to be a formidable task. The
wreck lay in relatively shallow waters, but strong currents and limited
visibility made diving expeditions treacherous. Decompression sickness, a
potentially fatal condition caused by rapid changes in water pressure,
posed a constant threat to divers. Undeterred, teams of experienced
underwater explorers embarked on numerous expeditions to document the
site and recover its hidden treasures.
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Unveiling the Artifacts: A Treasure Trove of History

Over the years, meticulous excavations of Coastal Fury 17 have yielded an
extraordinary collection of artifacts, each piece telling a chapter in the ship's
captivating history. Divers have recovered personal belongings of the crew,
including clothing, toiletries, and letters that provide poignant insights into
their lives. Among the most significant discoveries are an intact phonograph
and a collection of vintage records, offering a glimpse into the
entertainment that once filled the ship's cabins.

The cargo hold of Coastal Fury 17 proved to be a treasure trove of valuable
goods. Divers recovered thousands of bottles of wine, remnants of the
ship's intended cargo. The bottles, remarkably well-preserved, bear the
labels of renowned wineries from around the world. Other artifacts include
tools, machinery, and even a luxurious Packard automobile, destined for a
wealthy buyer in Norfolk.

The Legacy of Coastal Fury 17: A Window into the Past

The discovery and exploration of Sunken Treasure Coastal Fury 17 have
not only enriched our understanding of maritime history but have also
inspired countless people. The wreck has become a symbol of the dangers
faced by seafarers in the treacherous waters of the Atlantic Ocean. It
serves as a reminder of the importance of maritime safety and the tragic
consequences that can befall those who dare to brave the elements.

Beyond its historical significance, Coastal Fury 17 has also had a profound
impact on the local community. The discovery of the wreck has fostered a
renewed appreciation for the region's maritime heritage and has drawn
tourists and history enthusiasts from far and wide. The wreck site has



become a popular destination for scuba divers, who can experience the
thrill of exploring a piece of history firsthand.

Conservation and the Future of Coastal Fury 17

Preserving the legacy of Coastal Fury 17 is of paramount importance. The
wreck is a vital historical resource that provides invaluable insights into the
maritime trade and shipbuilding practices of the early 20th century. To
ensure its preservation, ongoing efforts are underway to document,
stabilize, and monitor the site.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has played
a significant role in protecting Coastal Fury 17. Through its Office of
National Marine Sanctuaries, NOAA has designated the wreck as a
protected area, prohibiting unauthorized salvage and ensuring its long-term
conservation.

The future of Coastal Fury 17 is bright. With continued conservation efforts
and the unwavering dedication of divers, historians, and the local
community, this iconic shipwreck will continue to captivate and inspire
generations to come. It stands as a testament to the enduring power of the
human spirit and the unyielding fascination with the mysteries of the deep.
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