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A Story of Treason and Deception

In 1776, the American Revolution was in full swing. The Continental Army,
led by George Washington, was fighting for independence from Great
Britain. The British, led by General William Howe, were determined to crush
the rebellion.
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In the midst of the war, a secret plot was hatched to assassinate
Washington. The plot was led by Howe and involved several high-ranking
American officers, including Benedict Arnold and Major John André.

The plotters planned to have Washington killed by a group of loyalists who
would ambush him on his way to a meeting with Howe. The assassination
was to take place on September 11, 1776, but it was discovered and foiled
by Washington's intelligence network.
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The discovery of the plot led to the arrest of André and Arnold. André was
executed as a spy, while Arnold escaped and eventually joined the British
Army.

The secret plot to assassinate George Washington is a fascinating story of
treason and deception. It is a reminder of the dangers that Washington
faced during the Revolution and the importance of his leadership to the
American cause.

The Plotters

The plot to assassinate George Washington was led by British General
William Howe. Howe was a veteran of the French and Indian War and was
considered one of the best generals in the British Army. He was also a
ruthless and ambitious man who was determined to crush the American
rebellion.

The other key conspirators in the plot were Benedict Arnold and Major John
André. Arnold was a brigadier general in the Continental Army who had
been passed over for promotion several times. He was bitter and resentful,
and he began to plot with the British to betray his country.

André was a British officer who served as Howe's aide-de-camp. He was a
charming and intelligent man who was trusted by both Howe and Arnold.
André was the one who arranged the meeting between Howe and Arnold
where the assassination plot was finalized.



The Plan

The plotters planned to have Washington killed by a group of loyalists who
would ambush him on his way to a meeting with Howe. The assassination
was to take place on September 11, 1776, at a place called the Old Mill on
the Bronx River in New York.
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The plotters believed that Washington would be an easy target because he
would be traveling with only a small escort. They also believed that the
assassination would demoralize the Continental Army and lead to the
collapse of the rebellion.

The Discovery

The plot was discovered by Washington's intelligence network in early
September 1776. Washington was warned that a group of loyalists were
planning to ambush him, and he took steps to avoid the attack.

On September 11, Washington left his headquarters in New York City and
rode to the Old Mill on the Bronx River. However, he arrived at the meeting
place several hours late, and the ambushers had already left.

Washington's late arrival saved his life. The plotters were unaware that he
had been warned about the ambush, and they were surprised when he did
not show up on time.



The Aftermath

The discovery of the plot led to the arrest of André and Arnold. André was
executed as a spy, while Arnold escaped and eventually joined the British
Army.
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The plot to assassinate George Washington was a serious threat to the
American Revolution. However, it was ultimately foiled by Washington's
intelligence network and his own good fortune. The plot is a reminder of the
dangers that Washington faced during the Revolution and the importance
of his leadership to the American cause.

The secret plot to assassinate George Washington is a fascinating story of
treason and deception. It is a reminder of the dangers that Washington
faced during the Revolution and the importance of his leadership to the
American cause.
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