
The Self-Completing Tree: A Deeper Dive into
Dorothy Livesay's Poetic Masterpiece
Dorothy Livesay's "The Self-Completing Tree" is a powerful and evocative
poem that explores the interconnectedness of nature, humanity, and the
creative process. This intricate work of art weaves together vivid imagery,
rich symbolism, and profound introspection, creating a tapestry of meaning
that resonates deeply with readers.

Nature and the Creative Spirit

The poem revolves around the central metaphor of a tree as a symbol of
both nature and the creative spirit. The tree's "self-completing" nature
mirrors the organic growth and evolution of the creative process, where
ideas and inspirations unfold naturally from within.
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Livesay paints a vivid picture of the tree's journey, from its humble
beginnings as a "seed in the wind" to its eventual transformation into a
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majestic giant, "its branches reaching into the sky." This growth parallels
the development of an artist's unique voice and vision, as they gather
inspiration from the world around them and channel it into their own
creative expressions.

Unity and Interdependence

Beyond the individual creative spirit, "The Self-Completing Tree" explores
the interconnectedness of all living beings. Livesay's tree is described as a
"network of root and branch," its existence dependent on the nourishment
provided by the soil and the sunlight.

This interconnectedness extends to the human realm as well. Livesay uses
the metaphor of the tree to challenge traditional notions of individualism,
suggesting that our identities and creativity are shaped by our relationships
with others and the environment.
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The trees in the forest symbolize the interconnectedness of all living beings.

Impermanence and Renewal

The poem also touches upon the cyclical nature of life and the inevitability
of change. Livesay acknowledges the tree's eventual decay as a natural
part of its journey, writing, "It will die, but its wood will not waste / When it
falls, it will give back to the earth." This decay creates space for new
growth, mirroring the cycle of renewal found in the natural world and the
creative process.

Through this depiction of the tree's life cycle, Livesay reminds us that all
things must come to an end, but that even in death, there is the promise of
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continuity and renewal.

Themes and Literary Significance

"The Self-Completing Tree" is a multilayered poem that explores a wide
range of themes, including:

The organic nature of the creative process

The interconnectedness of all living beings

The cyclical nature of life and the inevitability of change

The importance of embracing both the positive and negative
aspects of the creative journey

In terms of literary significance, "The Self-Completing Tree" is considered a
masterpiece of Canadian literature. Its exploration of universal themes and
its unique blend of nature imagery and lyrical language have made it a
beloved and enduring work, inspiring countless artists and writers.

Dorothy Livesay's "The Self-Completing Tree" is a profound and thought-
provoking poem that celebrates the creative spirit, the interconnectedness
of all life, and the resilience of the human soul. Through its intricate
imagery and lyrical language, the poem invites readers to reflect on their
own creative journeys and to appreciate the beauty and fragility of the
world around them.

Whether you are an artist, a writer, or simply a lover of nature and poetry,
"The Self-Completing Tree" is a work that will resonate with you long after
you finish reading it. Its message of hope, renewal, and the enduring power
of creativity will inspire and uplift you every time you revisit its lines.
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